
Heather’s Highlights 

 

Hello Readers,  
 
April means it is officially Spring! This year, it also meant 
most mask mandates have been lifted and more emphasis 
has been placed on personal choice. The North Quabbin 
Community Coalition (NQCC) has been a proponent for 
education around vaccinations and knowing all options 
available to you. We will be featuring a forum talking 
about the Myths and Realities of COVID-19 Vaccinations 
next month, and urge you to attend.  
 
NQQC’s March Forum featured a presentation of the BEE 
Kind Movement for North Quabbin and beyond. More 
information on that AWESOME effort can be found in this 
newsletter and on nqcc.org/beekind. We look forward to 
the positive BUZZ that will surround North Quabbin once 
again this Spring!  
 
Thank you for all you do,  
 
 
 
 
Heather Bialecki-
Canning 
Executive Director  

The Common Thread 

Next Coalition 

Forum: 

 

April 15, 2022 

9:00—10:30 am 
 

Subject: Myths & 
Realities of Covid 19 
Vaccinations 
 

 Online 

 

(See back page for Zoom link.) 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

May’s Newsletter 
DEADLINE: April 19, 2022 
Email details to 
admin@nqcc.org 

 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Subscribe to Receive  
“The Common Thread” 
Newsletter & Notices here: 
SUBSCRIBE  

 

 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Like us on Facebook 
for regular updates 

 
________________________________________________________________ 
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Our FY22 Donor/Members  
July 2021-June 2022 

PLATINUM PLUS SPONSORS 

Hometown Realtors 

 

PLATINUM SPONSORS 

Anonymous 
Athol Savings Bank 
Rebecca Bialecki 
Hometown Realtors 
Kimball Law Office 
Spectrum Plastics Group 
Whipps, Inc. 
Witty’s Funeral Home 

 

GOLD SPONSORS 

Leonard G. Crossman Law 
  Office 
LifePath 
GAAHMA, Inc. 
MassHire Franklin Hampshire 
  Career Center 
New England Learning Center 
  for Women In Transition 
  (NELCWIT) 
Orange Oil Company, Inc. 
Valuing Our Children 
West Brook Tree Farm 

 

SILVER SPONSORS 

Lucinda Brown 
Office of Senator Comerford 
Law Office of Lynnette Goodnow 
Samantha Hopper 
MA D.A.R.E. 
Debra McLaughlin 
South Athol United Methodist 
  Church 

 

BRONZE SPONSORS 

Andrew & Diane Gori & Family, 
  Peter & Elaine Guertin & Family, 
  & Dorene McCobb in Loving 
  Memory of Anne Hayden 
Hume Equipment Company 
J&K Good Thyme Farm 
Kimball-Cooke, Inc. 
Pat Larson 
Petersham Lions Club 
Quabbin Mediation, Inc. 
Slate Roof Press  
Terry's Corner Café 
Charles 
Winters 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SUPPORTING SPONSORS 
Elena Cohen 
Franklin County Regional 
  Housing & Redevelopment 
  Authority 
Godin Real Estate  
Nailz 2 Envy 
Seeds of Solidarity 
David Songer 
Stan's Liquor Mart 

 

INDIVIDUAL SPONSORS 
Geralyn Johnson 
Samantha Staelens 

 

OTHER SUPPORT 

Bear Country 95.3 
Billy Goat Boats 
Bill Burton 
Janice Eno 
Opioid Task Force 
David Runyan 

Board of Directors 

 

Sandi Walters, President 
Clinical Support Options 

 

Lynne Feldman, Vice President 
LifePath  

 

Steve Raymond, Treasurer 
Athol Select Board 

 

Chief Peter Buck 
Petersham Police Department 

 

Melissa Eaton 
North Quabbin Chamber of Commerce & 
Visitor’s Center 

 

Nicole Guertin 
Franklin County Sheriff’s Office 

 

Jamal Hamilton 
Community Representative/ 
Athol Fire Department 

 

Rev. Megan Leary 
Central Congregational Church of Orange 

 

Chief Craig Lundgren 
Athol Police Department 

 

Pat Moore 
Community Representative 

 

Sharon Tracy 
Quabbin Mediation 

 

Captain Esther Wilson 
Salvation Army Athol Corps 
 

Charlie Winters 
Community Representative 
 

Staff 

 

Heather Bialecki-Canning 
Executive Director 

 

Amanda Mankowsky 
Youth & Family Engagement Coordinator 
 

Sarah Collins 
NQRC Program Director 
 

Katrina Burton 
Project Assistant 
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North Quabbin BEE Kind Movement 

The North Quabbin Community Coalition is excited 

to announce its’ newest project, the North 

Quabbin BEE Kind Movement!  Agencies and 

businesses in the area are invited to join us as we 

come together to promote kindness and well-

BEEing.  We are asking local agencies and 

businesses who wish to participate to register and 

sign a BEE Kind Movement Pledge at 

nqcc.org/beekind by April 30, 2022.  Registered 

participants will be given a gnome to display in 

May. 

Families will be invited to participate in a 

scavenger hunt to find some of the gnomes during 

the summer. For more info or questions, please 

contact Amanda at amanda@nqcc.org. 

North Quabbin Community Coalition 

April 2022 Athol, MA 

nqcc.org/beekind
mailto:amanda@nqcc.org




 

visit www.lifepathma.org. 

Massachusetts Loan Repayment Program for 

Health Professionals 

The Massachusetts League of Community Health Centers, Inc. 
(MLCHC) is pleased to announce the application for the Massachusetts State Loan Repayment 
Program is now open. The Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH) Health Care Workforce 
Center through the Massachusetts Loan Repayment Program for Health Professionals (MLRP) is 
providing a loan repayment program managed by the MLCHC for health care professionals who 
commit to working full time or part time for two years in an eligible organization (up to $25,000 per 
year for two years). This program is funded through a combination of state and federal funds.  

 

Click here for the application, program details, as well as information on how to apply: 
https://massleague.org/Programs/WorkforceDevelopment/MLRP.php. Applications must be 
postmarked no later than April 26, 2022, and be sent directly to: ATTN: Katherine O'Brien - MLRP, 
Massachusetts League of Community Health Centers, Inc., 16 Brooks Street, Worcester, MA 01606.  
Please note applications must be mailed via United States Postal Services ONLY. No other forms of 
mail will be accepted at this time.  

Do You Need Health Insurance? 

You may be eligible for coverage from MassHealth or the Health 
Connector. The Community Health Center of Franklin County has a 
Health Connector Navigator available to answer questions and help 
with every step of the application process. You don’t have to be a 
resident of Franklin County, just a resident of Massachusetts. Call 
Wendy with your questions at 413-325-8500, extension 146. 

http://www.lifepathma.org
https://massleague.org/Programs/WorkforceDevelopment/MLRP.php




NQCC Seeks Nominations for Community Awards 

With the North Quabbin Community Coalition’s Annual Luncheon around the corner (June 17), our 

Board of Directors is looking for your help!  Each year we recognize those who go above and beyond 

and we are seeking nominations for the Barbara Corey Award, the Salute to Service Award, Bridge 

Builder Awards, the Dr. Rebecca J. Bialecki Youth Leadership Award, and Spotlight Awards.   

To nominate someone for the Barbara Corey Award, please fill out the form at https://nqcc.org/wp-

content/uploads/2022/03/2022_barbara_corey.pdf.  To nominate for any of the other awards, or for 

questions, please contact Heather at heather@nqcc.org or 978-249-3703. 

River Rat Race Week Events 

(This information was compiled by Else Where, River Rat Race 

Headquarters, 1485 Main Street, Athol) 

Wednesday/Thursday 

Fanelli’s Amusements Carnival: Lord Pond Plaza, Freedom 

St., Athol. 6:00—10:00 pm both days 

(Thursday is Wrist Band Day) 

Friday 

Spaghetti Supper: Athol American Legion, Athol.  5:00—7:00 pm 

Fanelli’s Amusements Carnival: Lord Pond Plaza, Freedom St., Athol. 6:00—10:00 pm 

Post Position Drawing: Athol Town Hall, 584 Main St., Athol. 7:00 pm 

Saturday 

Pancake Breakfast: North Quabbin Masonic Lodge, 336 Main St, Athol. 7:00—11:00 am  

Vendors: Along Main Street, Athol. 9:00 am 

Big Cheese 5K Road Race:  Beginning at School/Pospect Sts., Athol. 9:30 am 

Parade: Following behind Big Cheese down through Main Street at approximately 9:35 am 

Vendors: Downtown Orange. 10:00 am—5:00 pm 

Fanelli’s Amusements Carnival: Lord Pond Plaza, Freedom St., Athol. 10:00 am—10:00 pm 

River Rat Race: Main Street Bridge (near 100 Main Street, Athol.)  1:00 pm 

River Rat Block Party: Fish Park, Walnut/Marble Sts., Athol.  1:00—5:00 pm 

Drive Thru Corned Beef Supper: Starrett Memorial Methodist Church, 40 Island St., Athol. 5:30 pm 

Sunday 

River Rat Race 15 Mile Pro or 12 Mile Amateur: Millers River, Downtown Orange. 10:00 am  

Fanelli’s Amusements Carnival: Lord Pond Plaza, Freedom St., Athol. 10:00 am—10:00 pm 

 

https://nqcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2022_barbara_corey.pdf
https://nqcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2022_barbara_corey.pdf


 

North Quabbin Community Coalition 

251 Exchange Street, Athol MA 01331 

www.nqcc.org 

Mission Statement:  The North Quabbin Community Coalition is a community-wide alliance committed to improving the 

quality of life for all those living and working in the North Quabbin since 1984. 

NQCC April Forum:  

Subject: Myths & Realities of Covid 19 

Vaccinations 

April 15, 2022, from 9:00 to 10:30 am 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89017545543 ~ 

Meeting ID: 890 1754 5543 ~ Passcode: 242560  

 

North Quabbin Community Coalition’s 

 

ANNUAL LUNCHEON CELEBRATION 

(In-Person!) 

June 17 

http://www.nqcc.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89017545543

