
Heather’s Highlights 

 

Dear Readers, 
 

On October 7th, the North Quabbin Community Coalition (NQCC) 
was able to hold its annual meeting virtually! It was a great event 
highlighting the silver linings throughout the “dark clouds” of our 
past year and half. We were pleased to present awards and 
recognition to amazing folks across the North Quabbin going above 
and beyond to make our community stronger, safer, healthier, and 
awesomer! (yes that is a word) Thank you to all who attended and 
we look forward to an in-person annual meeting in June, fingers 
crossed!  
 
The NQCC also held the first official monthly forum of the new year 
on October 15th. It was a chance for folks to network and check-in.  
Our speaker for that forum will be featured in January to ensure 
that we all hear about the RSVP program available in the Franklin 
County towns of the North Quabbin. 
 
As we enter November, it is clear that Thanksgiving is coming! The 
NQCC will be holding it’s annual Thanksgiving Meal Delivery 
program for the elderly and homebound in the North Quabbin. 
Please see the flyer within this issue, and feel free to call the NQCC 
for more information, to drive a route, or to volunteer your time!  
 
Last but not least, we hope to see you all at our Annual Legislative 
Forum on November 19th! As always, the zoom link can be found on 
www.nqcc.org or at the back of this issue. 
   
Thank you for all you do,  
 
 
 
 
Heather Bialecki-Canning 
Executive Director  

The Common Thread 

Next Coalition 

Forum: 

 

November 19, 2021 

9:00—10:30 am 

 

Legislative Roundtable 
 

 Online 

 

(See back page for Zoom link.) 
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December’s Newsletter 
DEADLINE: November 23 
Email details to 
admin@nqcc.org 

 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Subscribe to Receive  
“The Common Thread” 
Newsletter & Notices here: 
SUBSCRIBE  

 

 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Like us on Facebook 
for regular updates 
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Our FY22 Donor/Members  

PLATINUM SPONSORS 

Athol Savings Bank 

Hometown Realtors 
Kimball Law Office 
Whipps, Inc. 
 

GOLD SPONSORS 

Leonard G. Crossman Law 

  Office 

GAAHMA, Inc. 

MassHire Franklin Hampshire 

  Career Center 

New England Learning Center 

  for Women In Transition 

  (NELCWIT) 

Orange Oil Company, Inc. 

Valuing Our Children 

Witty's Funeral Home 
 

 

SILVER SPONSORS 

Office of Senator Comerford 
Law Office of Lynnette Goodnow 
MA D.A.R.E. 
South Athol United Methodist 
  Church 
 
 
 
 
 

BRONZE SPONSORS 

Hume Equipment Company 
Kimball-Cooke, Inc. 
Petersham Lions Club 
Quabbin Mediation, Inc. 
Terry's Corner Café 
Charles Winters 
 

SUPPORTING SPONSORS 
Franklin County Regional 
  Housing & Redevelopment 
  Authority 
Godin Real Estate  
Nailz 2 Envy 
Seeds of Solidarity 
Stan's Liquor Mart 
 

INDIVIDUAL SPONSORS 
Geralyn Johnson 
Samantha Staelens 
 

OTHER SUPPORT 

Bear Country 95.3 

Billy Goat Boats 

Bill Burton 

Opioid Task Force 

David Runyan 

Board of Directors 

 

Sandi Walters, President 
Clinical Support Options 

 

Lynne Feldman, Vice President 
LifePath  

 
 

Steve Raymond, Treasurer 
Athol Select Board 

 
 

John Bruinsma 
Community Representative 

 

Melissa Eaton 
North Quabbin Chamber of Commerce & 
Visitor’s Center 

 

Nicole Guertin 
Franklin County Sheriff’s Office 

 

Jamal Hamilton 
Community Representative/ 
Athol Fire Department 

 

Rev. Megan Leary 
Central Congregational Church of Orange 

 
 

Chief Craig Lundgren 
Athol Police Department 

 

Pat Moore 
Community Representative 

 

Sharon Tracy 
Quabbin Mediation 

 

Charlie Winters 
Community Representative 
 
 

Staff 

 

Heather Bialecki-Canning 
Executive Director 

 

Amanda Mankowsky 
Youth & Family Engagement Coordinator 
 

Sarah Collins 
Drug Free Communities Coordinator 
 

Katrina Burton 
Project Assistant 
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Employment Opportunities  
 

Behavioral Health Network, Inc.  

 

Come join Behavioral Health Network's (BHN) team of competent and 
compassionate professionals for an exciting job opportunity right in your 
community! BHN is opening a program in the North Quabbin to help those 

struggling with opioid dependence and is looking to hire an LPN, 

Receptionist, and Behavioral Health Clinician.  BHN’s Orange Opioid 

Treatment Program, located at 119 New Athol Road, Suite 210, will provide 
methadone in combination with counseling and behavioral therapies to provide a holistic approach 
to the treatment of substance use disorders. To learn more about each position and to apply, visit 
bhnworks.org.  
 

Valuing Our Children (VOC) 

 

Valuing Our Children seeks to hire a Program Manager for the North 

Quabbin Family Resource Center. The successful candidate must possess a 
deep understanding of strength-based family support. Work collectively 
with local providers, statewide systems, and families to deliver 
coordinated family support services. Successful candidate must have 
supervisory experience, program management, group facilitation, data 
collection, and computer literacy. Transportation required. This is a full-time position. Qualifications: 
bachelor’s degree or work equivalent experience preferred. Submit resume to Kena Vescovi, 
Executive Director, at kenavescovi@valuingourchildren.org or 217 Walnut Street Athol, MA 01331. 
Screening will begin immediately and continue until the position is filled. EOE/ADA 
 

Literacy Volunteers of Orange/Athol (LVOA) 

 

Literacy Volunteers of Orange/Athol seeks an energetic, poised part-time 

Coordinator to coordinate the LVOA program that provides free, private, 

individualized and confidential tutoring to adults in basic reading and writing, 
and English to Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL). The ideal candidate for 
this position will have excellent communication, organizational, and 
interpersonal skills.  Visit https://lvao.org/news for full description and 
instructions to apply. 
 

 

Community Health Center of Franklin County (CHCFC) 

 

The Community Health Center of Franklin County has open positions for a 

Medical Provider, a Psychiatric Nurse Practitioner, Licensed 
Dental Assistants, and a Dental Hygienist. They are also seeking a 

full time Switchboard Operator and a number of Office Assistants.   
For full descriptions and application instructions, visit https://www.indeed.com/cmp/ 
Community-Health-Center-of-Franklin-Count. 
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North Quabbin Community Coalition 

251 Exchange Street, Athol MA 01331 

www.nqcc.org 

Mission Statement:  The North Quabbin Community Coalition is a community-wide alliance committed to improving the 

quality of life for all those living and working in the North Quabbin since 1984. 

Coalition Regular Happenings 

North Quabbin Recovery Center Hours 

The North Quabbin Recovery Center provides a compassionate, safe space to offer peer 
support to allow multiple paths of recovery for all.  The Center, located at 416 Main Street, 
Athol, is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays with All Recovery Meetings happening on those days 
either in-person or virtually. Visit https://www.facebook.com/NorthQuabbinRECOVERYcenter weekly for times.  
All are welcome. All Recovery Meetings: Every Friday, in person at the Center at 7:00 pm. 

ACT Group with the Franklin County Sheriff’s Re-Entry Team 

The ACT Group is held every Tuesday from 1:00 to 2:00 pm, in person, at the North Quabbin Recovery Center, 
416 Main Street, Athol, MA. 

NQCC November Forum:  

 

Subject: Legislative Roundtable 

November 19, 2021, from 9:00 to 10:30 am—Join Zoom Meeting: 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89017545543 ~ Meeting ID: 890 1754 5543 ~ Passcode: 242560  

http://www.nqcc.org
https://www.facebook.com/NorthQuabbinRECOVERYcenter
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89017545543

